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County Agent’s Notes:

December 13, 1999

Special Invitation: The Central Mississippi Holiday Classic livestock show will be held
this Friday and Saturday, the 17th and 18th in the newly refurbished show facility at the Attala
Fairgrounds. The pig show will be Friday night at 7:00; the rest of the show will be held on
Saturday beginning at 8:00AM with goats, then sheep at 9:00, and the cattle show will be at
1:00PM. Around 180 total animals are registered for the show which will be the first of this
magnitude in several years. Our Attala County kids will be showing against others from all over
the state, so come and watch. Admission is free.

The development of accurate and pertinent information and the transfer of that
information are roles jointly shared by the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Experiment
Station (MAFES) and the Mississippi State University Extension Service (MSUES). This
relationship has been working for a long time, and is the fulfillment of the vision of those
responsible for the establishment of the Land Grant institutions found in every state.
Every county has an office of the Mississippi State University Extension Service, but
branch experiment stations are located so as to serve the needs of specialized agriculture and to
evaluate agricultural systems on the different soil types of the state. The communities located
near these stations are very familiar with work being done, but people in areas like ours are less
aware of the important work they do.

The branch stations host fields days every year to showcase their work. Extension agents
and specialists work with these programs as well in organizing and in presenting programs. In
1999, field days at various stations provided a wide variety of information to participants. The
Dairy Day at the North Mississippi Station in Holly Springs focused on profitable management
of dairy farms. The South Mississippi Station at Poplarville sponsored an educational program
for commercial nursery operators. The Pontotoc station held the Sweet Potato Field Day to
support Mississippi’s commercial sweet potato producers. The Verona field day station targeted
row crop crop production in the northern counties of the state. The Cotton Field Day at the
Stoneville station demonstrated the results of one of the most recognized research programs in
the nation. The Stoneville station also sponsored field days for soybeans and rice. The Brown
Loam station at Raymond hosted cattlemen and crop producers in two separate field days
covering these two subject areas. The Crystal Springs branch hosted the annual two-day Garden
Fest that attracts thousand of gardeners from all over Mississippi and from neighboring states.
Mississippi State University is hard at work trying to serve the needs for information in
agriculture and forestry. The events that are held throughout the year are only a part of the
program. County Extension offices are integral parts of the counties where they are located,
serving daily needs and solving problems as they arise. Your Attala County Extension Office
can be reached at
at

or

. Our FAX number is

and you can e-mail us

